“Salvation and the Body” 
I Corinthians 6:12-20 
28 February 2010 

As some of you may know, Claire and I teach a marriage seminar called “Strong Bonds.” One of our biggest challenges is when we have a “compartmentalized” man married to an interconnected woman. What do I mean by this? Well, at one time in our evolution, I’m sure it really worked to be able to focus on one thing and one thing only. For example, when you’re hunting the wooly mammoth, with those huge tusks, it’s a good idea to be able to shut everything else out. When it becomes a problem, is when you return to the hovel, and you didn’t pick up your part of the dirt floor. When you ask your woman what’s wrong, you can almost hear his grunt of confusion when she says, in effect, “Nothing!” 

Compartmentalization was also a problem among some in the Corinthian church. They remind me of a guy who came to see me who was doing everything wrong. After carefully listening for about an hour, I spent some time pointing out all the mistakes he was making with his marriage. I could see his shoulders slump, so right at the end, I told him that it sounds like his wife could be more understanding of his incredible love of video games. A couple of hours later, an irate spouse called me and wanted to know what I had told her husband. Not wanting to walk into a trap, I asked what he had said. “Oh, he said that the chaplain wanted me to be more understanding about his video games!” We hear what we want to hear. 

And what these guys wanted to hear was that they were off the hook! When Paul preached that in Christ they were “free,” you can almost hear them shouting “amen!” 

Their argument went something like this. Since Jesus died to save us from the law, then all things are lawful for me. If I’m hungry, I eat because “food is meant for the stomach.” If I have other needs, I get those met through prostitution. “God’s going to destroy this old world, along with my body, so God can’t be too worried about what I do with it.” They additionally said. “After all, God saved my soul, not my body.” Or as one contemporary wag put it, “God’s in the business of saving sinners; I’m in the business of sinning; business is good for both of us!” (Again, it should surprise no one that this passage doesn’t appear in the lectionary! I recently read one commentator reflect that God is an extremely uneven writer!) 

Although this passage may at first glance look unpromising, I think there are some important truths for our edification. 

For example, we truly do need to see the interconnectedness of all things. Paul pictures our lives as connected to God on the one hand, and then to the church and the world on the other. Each part is separated by a diaphanous membrane. God’s life flows into mine, and my life flows into the lives of others. 

Now we have a very hard time with this because of our rugged individualism. Our denomination was established on the principle that each church was autonomous, literally a law unto itself. Then there’s the cinema, with the likes of John Wayne burned on our collective psyches. That spirit lives on with a certain politician who recently wrote a bestseller called, “Going Rogue.” I recently read a Newsweek article that talks about how people in the East see a painting’s background and view it holistically, while westerners see individual parts of the painting. Many say that same attitude has contributed to the ecological crisis. 

Paul’s debate partners in Corinth were saying, if effect, “This is a port city. Everybody does it!” At one time earlier in their history the temple to Aphrodite had boasted 1,000 temple prostitutes. Paul says, in effect, you can’t compartmentalize any part of your life and say that’s not affected by my faith. 

Paul also reminds us that individually we’re the temple of the Holy Spirit. As you look at an archeological reproduction of ancient Corinth, you’ll quickly notice that temples dominated the landscape. Thus it’s very significant that Paul tells them that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit. 

Now it seems we make two mistakes about this “temple” idea. On the one hand, we can become so obsessed with the temple that we forget that it’s supposed to point to the Holy Spirit living within it. I’ve never watched “Jersey Shore” on MTV, and doubt I ever will. However, according to reviews I’ve read there’s one guy who points to his “six-pack” abs and calls them “The Situation.” Now before we get too judgmental, isn’t he just reflecting the values of our culture? We can get in the way of people seeing the Holy Spirit within us when we get overly concerned about the temple designed to house it. It’s like putting more emphasis on the wrapping paper, and not enough on the gift! 

On the other hand, and this one really hurts, we can spend too little time on the temple. Are there areas where we could do a little upkeep on the old temple? Is there some kind of via media between “The Situation” and a rundown temple? Is there middle ground between worshipping the body, and letting the foundation expand a little too much. This is why some of us make food and exercise decisions during Lent. (By the way, when do I get my Girl Scout cookies? I know, I hopeless!) 

And how do we apply all this prostitution stuff to our modern day? Might I suggest that the eternal message is that there’s really no such thing as “casual sex.” All sex creates connections that can hurt when they are severed. 

It seems to me that we’ve gotten our message to our young people all wrong. After all, we tend to say to them a lot of “Thou shall not’s.” And it’s absolutely true that sex can be a tar pit, a spider web, quick sand that promises freedom but only brings pain. 

But what if we taught them to think more of themselves? What if we said, the Holy Spirit lives in you? You’re body, and all of you, is a precious temple of God. If we taught it this way, then maybe they (and all of us) would see things differently in this “hooking up” culture. We’re not so much anti-sex, as we’re pro-people. 

As Lent continues, I wonder if there are areas wherein we need to repent? Are there parts of our lives that we disconnect from our faith? Is our body the god, rather than the Holy Spirit within? Or is our temple a little run-down and needing some renovation? Rather than saying “no, no, no” are we rather saying to our young people, “for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.” 

As we partake of communion this morning, are there places where God would lead you to make a new beginning? 

Amen. 
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